ASPASIA                                     203

with union with hers, had his temperament not been
sweetened by her companionship, had his policy not
been moulded partly by her counsel and her wisdom, had
his taste not been made so subtle and refined by commun-
ion with her artistic temperament, Athens would not have
been embellished by the works of art which have made
that city the unapproachable ruler in the domain of. the
spirit. Woman's influence, where it has counted most, has
always been a silent one, and has worked through man.
Is not Aspasia worthy of the laurel wreath for the results
of her life on "the city of the violet crown1'?